§25101

§25101. Corridor Identification and Development
Program

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of enactment of the Passenger Rail Ex-
pansion and Rail Safety Act of 2021, the Sec-
retary of Transportation shall establish a pro-
gram to facilitate the development of intercity
passenger rail corridors. The program shall in-
clude—

(1) a process for eligible entities described in
subsection (b) to submit proposals for the de-
velopment of intercity passenger rail cor-
ridors;

(2) a process for the Secretary to review and
select proposals in accordance with subsection
(c);

(3) criteria for determining the level of read-
iness for Federal financial assistance of an
intercity passenger rail corridor, which shall
include—

(A) identification of a service operator
which may include Amtrak or private rail
carriers;

(B) identification of a service sponsor or
sponsors;

(C) identification capital project sponsors;

(D) engagement with the host railroads;
and

(BE) other criteria as determined appro-
priate by the Secretary;

(4) a process for preparing service develop-
ment plans in accordance with subsection (d),
including the identification of planning funds,
such as funds made available under section
24911(k) and interstate rail compact grants es-
tablished under section 22210;1

(5) the creation of a pipeline of intercity pas-
senger rail corridor projects under subsection
(8);

(6) planning guidance to achieve the pur-
poses of this section, including guidance for
intercity passenger rail corridors not selected
under this section; and

(7) such other features as the Secretary con-
siders relevant to the successful development
of intercity passenger rail corridors.

(b) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—The Secretary may re-
ceive proposals under this section from Amtrak,
States, groups of States, entities implementing
interstate compacts, regional passenger rail au-
thorities, regional planning organizations, polit-
ical subdivisions of a State, federally recognized
Indian Tribes, and other public entities, as de-
termined by the Secretary.

(c) CORRIDOR SELECTION.—In selecting inter-
city passenger rail corridors pursuant to sub-
section (a), the Secretary shall consider—

(1) whether the route was identified as part
of a regional or interregional intercity pas-
senger rail systems planning study;

(2) projected ridership, revenues, capital in-
vestment, and operating funding require-
ments;

(3) anticipated environmental, congestion
mitigation, and other public benefits;

(4) projected trip times and their competi-
tiveness with other transportation modes;
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(5) anticipated positive economic and em-
ployment impacts, including development in
the areas near passenger stations, historic dis-
tricts, or other opportunity zones;

(6) committed or anticipated State, regional
transportation authority, or other non-Fed-
eral funding for operating and capital costs;

(7) benefits to rural communities;

(8) whether the corridor is included in a
State’s approved State rail plan developed
pursuant to chapter 227;

(9) whether the corridor serves historically
unserved or underserved and low-income com-
munities or areas of persistent poverty;

(10) whether the corridor would benefit or
improve connectivity with existing or planned
transportation services of other modes;

(11) whether the corridor connects at least 2
of the 100 most populated metropolitan areas;

(12) whether the corridor would enhance the
regional equity and geographic diversity of
intercity passenger rail service;

(13) whether the corridor is or would be inte-
grated into the national rail passenger trans-
portation system and whether the corridor
would create benefits for other passenger rail
routes and services; and

(14) whether a passenger rail operator, in-
cluding a private rail carrier, has expressed
support for the corridor.

(d) SERVICE DEVELOPMENT PLANS.—For each
corridor proposal selected for development
under this section, the Secretary shall partner
with the entity that submitted the proposal, rel-
evant States, and Amtrak, as appropriate, to
prepare a service development plan (or to update
an existing service development plan), which
shall include—

(1) a detailed description of the proposed
intercity passenger rail service, including
train frequencies, peak and average operating
speeds, and trip times;

(2) a corridor project inventory that—

(A) identifies the capital projects nec-
essary to achieve the proposed intercity pas-
senger rail service, including—

(i) the capital projects for which Federal
investment will be sought;

(ii) the likely project applicants; and

(iii) the proposed Federal funding levels;

(B) specifies the order in which Federal
funding will be sought for the capital
projects identified under subparagraph (A),
after considering the appropriate sequence
and phasing of projects based on the antici-
pated availability of funds; and

(C) is developed in consultation with the
entities listed in subsection (e);

(3) a schedule and any associated phasing of
projects and related service initiation or
changes;

(4) project sponsors and other entities ex-
pected to participate in carrying out the plan;

(5) a description of how the corridor would
comply with Federal rail safety and security
laws, orders, and regulations;

(6) the locations of existing and proposed
stations;

(7) the needs for rolling stock and other
equipment;
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(8) a financial plan identifying projected—

(A) annual revenues;

(B) annual ridership;

(C) capital investments before
could be initiated;

(D) capital investments required to main-
tain service;

(BE) annual operating and costs; and

(F) sources of capital investment and oper-
ating financial support;

service

(9) a description of how the corridor would
contribute to the development of a multi-
State regional network of intercity passenger
rail;

(10) an intermodal plan describing how the
new or improved corridor facilitates travel
connections with other passenger transpor-
tation services;

(11) a description of the anticipated environ-
mental benefits of the corridor; and

(12) a description of the corridor’s impacts
on highway and aviation congestion, energy
consumption, land use, and economic develop-
ment in the service area.

(e) CONSULTATION.—In partnering on the prepa-
ration of a service development plan under sub-
section (d), the Secretary shall consult with—

(1) Amtrak;

(2) appropriate State and regional transpor-
tation authorities and local officials;

(3) representatives of employee labor organi-
zations representing railroad and other appro-
priate employees;

(4) host railroads for the proposed corridor;
and

() other stakeholders, as determined by the
Secretary.

(f) UPDATES.—Every 5 years, after the initial
development of the service development plan
under subsection (d), if at least 40 percent of the
work to implement a service development plan
prepared under subsection (d) has not yet been
completed, the plan’s sponsor, in consultation
with the Secretary, shall determine whether
such plan should be updated.

(g) PROJECT PIPELINE.—Not later than 1 year
after the establishment of the program under
this section, and by February 1lst of each year
thereafter, the Secretary shall submit to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Trans-
portation of the Senate, the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the Senate, and the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives, and the Committee on
Appropriations of the House of Representatives
a project pipeline, in accordance with this sec-
tion, that—

(1) identifies intercity passenger rail cor-
ridors selected for development under this sec-
tion;

(2) identifies capital projects for Federal in-
vestment, project applicants, and proposed
Federal funding levels, as applicable, con-
sistent with the corridor project inventory;

(3) specifies the order in which the Secretary
would provide Federal financial assistance,
subject to the availability of funds, to projects
that have identified sponsors, including a
method and plan for apportioning funds to
project sponsors for a 5-year period, which
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may be altered by the Secretary, as necessary,
if recipients are not carrying out projects on
the anticipated schedule;

(4) takes into consideration the appropriate
sequence and phasing of projects described in
the corridor project inventory;

(5) takes into consideration the existing
commitments and anticipated Federal, project
applicant, sponsor, and other relevant funding
levels for the next 5 fiscal years based on in-
formation currently available to the Sec-
retary;

(6) is prioritized based on the level of readi-
ness of the corridor; and

(7) reflects consultation with Amtrak.

(h) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
“intercity passenger rail corridor” means—

(1) a new intercity passenger rail route of
less than 750 miles;

(2) the enhancement of an existing intercity
passenger rail route of less than 750 miles;

(3) the restoration of service over all or por-
tions of an intercity passenger rail route for-
merly operated by Amtrak; or

(4) the increase of service frequency of a
long-distance intercity passenger rail route.

(Added Pub. L. 117-58, div. B, title II, §22308(a),
Nov. 15, 2021, 135 Stat. 730.)
Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

The date of enactment of the Passenger Rail Expan-
sion and Rail Safety Act of 2021, referred to in subsec.
(a), is the date of enactment of title II of div. B of Pub.
L. 117-58, which was approved Nov. 15, 2021.
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Editorial Notes
PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior part D, consisting of chapter 261, was redesig-
nated part E of this subtitle by Pub. L. 103-440, title I,
§103(a)(1), Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4616.
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26101. High-speed rail corridor planning.
26102. High-speed rail technology improvements.
26103. Safety regulations and evaluation.
26104. Authorization of appropriations.
26105. Definitions.
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Editorial Notes
PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior chapter 261, consisting of sections 26101 and
26102, was renumbered chapter 281 of this title by Pub.
L. 103-440, title I, §103(a)(1), Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4616.

AMENDMENTS

2021—Pub. L. 117-58, div. B, title II, §22419(b), Nov. 15,
2021, 135 Stat. 749, substituted ‘“‘Safety regulations and
evaluation” for ‘‘Safety regulations’ in item 26103.

2008—Pub. L. 110-432, div. B, title V, §501(c), (e), Oct.
16, 2008, 122 Stat. 4960, 4963, substituted ‘‘High-speed rail
corridor planning” for ‘‘Corridor development’’ in item
26101 and added item 26106.

2005—Pub. L. 109-59, title IX, §9001(a)(2), Aug. 10, 2005,
119 Stat. 1919, substituted ‘‘development’ for ‘‘plan-
ning”’ in item 26101.
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